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AFFIDAVIT  01  TI.AKIN  SA 

U—  •  •  • .  *. 

:  *  I,  Thckin  Se,  trcder,  Yencngyeung.  now 

residing  ct  House  Ho.  156,  47th  Street  Rangoon,  solemnly  affirm 
|  and  state  as  follows:- 

j.  •  • 

For  some  yoars  before  the  Japanese 
occupation  of  Eurno,  I  had  been  cssocirtcd  with  labour  movement 
in  oil-fields  area  end  had  taken  pert  in  many  activities  intended 
to  inprovG  the  condition  and  status  of  labourers  in  that  area  and 
elsewhere  in  Burre. 

The  Japanese  Army,  in  July  1942,  began 
to  recruit  labourers  in  Burma  for  work  on  the  Burna-Siam  Railway 
project.  It  relied  at  first  on  specious  propaganda  for  the  succes 
j  of  its  rocruitment •  high  rewards  were  promised:  good  food,  good 
living  conditions,  ample  clothings  end  good  medical  treatment  whil 
at  work  were  promised;  and  the  recruits  were  definitely  told  that 
|  they  would  not  be  required  to  serve  more  then  three  months  at  the 
project.  Consequently,  recruit: .ent  wrs  at  first  fairly  successful 

But  when  the  first  few  batches  bf 
labourers  were  not  sent  back  ct  the  end  of  the  stipulated  three 
I  months  and  when  those  who  escaped  the  vigilance  of  Lilli tory  guard 
set  over  them  cane  back  with  stories  of  ill-treatment  at  work, 
of  scanty  food  and  clothing  supplies  rt  the  canp  and  total  neglect 
of  the  sick  and  ailing,  further  recruitment  on  a  voluntary  basis 
beerne  impossible.  The  Army  on  this  resorted  to  prees-geng 
methods.  Units  of  the  Japanese  Army  stationed  at  different  ports 
of  Burma  seized  persons  they  thought  suitable  and  took  then  under 
military  escort  to  the  labour  camp  at  Thanbyuzeyat .  People  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  were  taken  in  this  way,  while  they  were  about 
on  their  legitimate  business.  The  agency  of  the  civil  police  fore* 
at  whoso  head  was  a  Japanese* Off iccr  nominated  by  the  Army,  was 
also  employed.  Persons  whom  the  loccl  police  officers  considered 
a  source  of  trouble  were  seized;  people  who  had  incurred  the 
displeasure  of  civil  end  militery  administrations  as  also  persons 
who  wero  thought  to  be  disaffected  with  the  Administration  were 
taken  into  custody  end  pressed  into  tho  lrbour  force.  Some  of 
them  wero  kept  detained  in  custody  for  some  tine  before  being  sent 
away  to  Thanbyuzeyat.  The  provisions  of  Rule  38  of  the  Defence  of 
Burma.  Rules  nede  by  the  lawful  Government  of  Burma  under  the 
Defence  of  Burma  Act,  1940,  was  freely  mis-used  in  respect  of 
persons  who  escaped  f*om  the  press-gangs  or  from  labour  camps. 

In  spite  of  strict  censorship  mainteinci 
by  the  Army  and  the  civil  administration  set  up  by  the  Army, 
discontent  in  the  country  become  voqal  and  could  no  longer  bo 
ignored  towards  the  end  of  1942,  (ji^conjoint  Bocrd  of  five 
Japanese  representatives  and  five  representatives  of  the  Burmese 
administration  was  set  up  to  allay  discontent  with  the  methods 


PURL :  http  ://w w w.  legal- tools .  org/doc/3  5  a2f0/ 


n  77 


Evidenticry  Document  No,  5370,  Faze  2. 

of  recruitment  rnd  with  labour  conditions  at  the  campp.  The 
Burmese  Administration  was  also  permitted  to  have  Burmese  Officer 
ct  Thcnbyuzayrt  and  at  labour  carps  to  look  efter  the  interests 
of  labourers.  In  pursuance  of  this  scheme,  I  was  appointed  a 
Super intendont  of  Labour  at  Thanbyuzayat,  I  held  that  post  from 
27th  December,  19*2,  to  31st,  Inarch,  1944, 

When  I  arrived  ct  Thanbyuzayat,  there 
!  were  about  7000  Burmese  nationals  ct  work  at  various  carps  on 
the  rcilv/ey  project.  In  January,  1943,  the  Army  asked  for  a 
further  force  of  16600  labourers.  It  was  then  also  stated  on 
i  behalf  of  the  Army  thet  the  labourers  would  not  be  retained  at 
j  work  beyond  three  months  of  thoir  arrival;  and  it  was  also 
stated  that  the  errivcl  of  these  new  labourers  would  enable  those 
:  who  had  been  at  work  since  the  first  recruitment  to  be  released, 
i  Eetween  18th  Janucry,  1943»  end  8th  Kerch,  1943,  about  9000 
(..labourers  arrived  at  Thrnbyuzryet It  was  roported  that  there 
'he'd 'been  many  escapes. .pn  the  way  in  spite  of  vigilant  guard  set 
over  the  recruits,  fit  may  be  stated  hero  that  none  of  the  former 
7000  odd  or  of  tho  present  9000  odd  labourers  was  discharged  os 
heving  completed  their  term  of  service.  Only  such  as  were 
completely  used  up  physically  and  who  could  not  be  employed  any 
further  were  allowed  to  go  beck  and  many  of  them  diod  on  their 
way  hone. 

Living  accommodation  providod  for 
labourers  at  the  camps  were  insufficient  and  insanitary.  The 
area  where  tho  work  hod  to  be  done  was  very  damp  and  labourers 
hod  to  live  in  barracks  which  could  not  keep  out  the  wet. 

Barracks  intended  for  150  persons  liad  to  house  as  many  as  300, 
Clothing  shortego  was  acute;  when  the  clothes  which  the  labourers 
brought  from  home  began  to  fall  into  rags,  gunny  bags  wore  suppli* 
j  to  them  to  do  duty  both  es  wearing  apparel  and  as  blankets.  No 
'  change  of  clothing  was  available  to  nost  of  the  labourers  and  non- 
I  wes  provided  by  the  Army,  The  result  was  that  the  clothings  of 
i  almost  ell  labourers  wore  crawling  with  vermin  and  most  of  them 
:  wore  suffering  from  a  virulent  type  of  skin  disease.  Food  supply 
j  wes  not  sufficient;  and  the  rice  supplied  was  weevilly. 

Water  supply  in  this  area  was  a  carrier 
I  of  malaria;  but  steps  wore  not  taken  to  sterilise  the  water  suppl: 
1  except  for  a  pretence  at  boiling  the  water  for  potable  purposes, 

I  Medical  supply  consisted  only  of  quinine  and  even  this  was  not 
|  in  sufficient  quantities.  Cholera  broke  out  soon  in  the  camps 
;  and  the  Japanese  sought  to  combat  the  spread  of  this  epidemic 
!  by  cremating  the  deed  and  very  often  persons  whofc  they  considered 
;  incurable.  There  were  many  authentic  cases  of  live  cremations. 

Labourers  were  treated  as  slaves. 

Whips  and  sticks  were  freely  used  on  the  labourers;  end  sickness 
ordinarily  was  no  excuse ,J| 
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- -  There  was  a  totcl  lack  of  system  in 

allotment  of  labourers  to  the  various  ccr.ps.  As  the  labourers 
arrived  ct  Thrnbyuzryat ,  they  were  either  driven  up  in  lorries  cr 
taken  marching  through  the  camps.  Officers  in  charge  of  the 
camps  would  pick  out  persons  they  wanted;  families  become 
separated,  the  hustand  being  retained  in  one  camp  and  the  wife 
sent  to  another  camp,  the  parents  going  to  one  camp  and  tho 
children  to  other  camps.  Labourers  who  were  sent  from  one  camp 
to  attend  one  of  tho  few  hospitals  then  maintained  along  the 
route  wore  not  exempt  from  being  taken  into  any  other  camp.  This 
lack  of  system  and  the  haphazard  manner  in  which  the  labourers  wcj 
taken  into  different  camps  mode  it  impossible  to  trace  the 
labourers  later,  Many  cpscs  had  been  known  of  families  then 
separated  never  coming  together  again.  It  ney  be  noted  that  some 
of  the  ccr.ps  are  os  far  as  15*  kilometres  eway  from  Thcnbyuzayat . 

In  theory,  age  limits  for  recruits  to 
tho  labour  force  wore  14  and  45;  but,  in  practice,  labourers  range 
in  age  between  12  and  60.  A  fair  proportion  of  the  labourers 
wore  women;  some  of  them  came  with  their  husbands  and  others 
came  with  relatives  or  friends  from  the  same  local  areas.  In 
most  cases,  they  were  separated  through  haphazard  selection  of 
labourers  at  the  camps  from  their  husbands,  relatives  or  friends. 
They  suffered  a  good  deal  of  molestation  from  the  Japanese  Army 
personnel;  and  reports  made  to  senior  officers  were  lightly 
dismissed  as  a  rule.  A  report  once  made  through  the  Burmese 
officer  in  charge  of  labour  of  a  change  of  rape  against  two 
Japanese  soldiers  met  with  a  rebuff  from  Captain  Fujino,  who  was 
then  in  charge.  His  reply  was  that  Japanese  soldiers  were  not 
capable  of  such  impropriety  and  that  the  Burmese  officer  should 
not  appear  to  encourage  frivolous  reports  against  the  Army. 

The  molestation  of  women  lcbcurcrs  did  not  abate  till  after  July, 
1943 ,  when  the  Army  authorities  imported  about  300  prostitutes 
to  serve  the  Army  personnel  engaged  on  the  project. 

About  tho  end  of  March,  1943,  the  Army 
authorities  at  Thcnbyuzayat  issued  a  statement  that  out  of  7000 
labourers  received  before  Jenuary,  1943,  and  of  9000  labourers 
received  by  8th  March,  1943,  5000  only  were  effectively  at  work. 
The  difference  between  loOOO  and  5000  were  sought  to  be  accounted 
for  by  illness,  death  or  desertion.  We  were  told  that  the  Army 
must  have  another  30000  labourers  and  we  were  directed  to  report 
accord in..ly  to  the  Burmese  Administration  ct  Rangoon.  The  Army 
at  tho  same  time  issued  a.  directive  to  the  local  civil  administra¬ 
tion  at  fcoulmein  that  pending  the  arrival  of  the  labourers  to  be 
collected  on  country-wide  basis  by  the  Central  Burmese  Administra¬ 
tion  at  Rangoon,  Loulnein  area  must  supply  within  five  days 
7000  labourers.  Intensive  press-gang  methods  followed  this  order 
in  Moulnein  district.  Between  the  months  of  April  and  July,  1943, 
a pproxirately  30000  labourers  were  sent  by  the  Burmese  Administra¬ 
tion  at  Rangoon  to  Thanbyuzayct .  This  was  tho  lost  recruitment 
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to  what  wrs  known  es  the-  "Sweet  Arny"  • 

*  ♦-  •  m*m  A 

The  nemo  "Swept  Army"  had  eerned  such 
notoriety  thet  it  wrs  decided  to  renone  the  labour  force,  which  w 
known  thereafter  es  Labour  Scrvico  Corps,,  though  now  end  again 
the  terr.  "Sweet  Arr.iy"  was  still  used  in  correspondence. 

The  authority  of  the  Burmese  Superin¬ 
tendent  end  Supervisors  was  snail.  The  Arny  v/ns  very  jealous 
j  of  whet  it  eppeered  to  consider  interference  with  their  preroge- 
|  tives  by  Burmese  officers.  The  lettetf  were  not  allowed  free 
access  to  the  labourers  end  were  not  allowed  to  mcintein 
:  independent  records.  Once  the  labourers  arrived  at  the  crnpfc 
I  all  records  relating  to  them  were  kept  by  the  Jepcnese  euthoritie. 

■  Such  records  were  highly  unreliable;  in  the  first  place,  the 
number  of  deaths  were  minimised,  as  each  death  at  work  meant  a 
1  payment  of  compensation  to  the  dependants;  end  lastly,  the 
i  records  were  slip-shod. 

Wo  did  our  best  to  inprove  living, 
food  end  working  conditions;  and  by  the  time  the  road  was  open, 
the  conditions  had  improved  c  good  deal.  But,  even  at  the 
best,  these  were  very  bad.  Flogging  of  labourers,  punishment 
by  exposing  them  to  the  sun  tied  to  trees  end  starving  them 
used  still  to  be  resorted  to.  There  also  was  another  practice 
indulged  in  by  potty  officers  of  the  Arny,  resulting  In  illicit 
grin  to  them.  These  officers  would  keep  beck  twenty  per  cent  of 
the  wages  due  to  the  labourers,  as  security  for  their  good 
behaviour.  It  was  professed  that  this  sum  would  be  paid  to  the 
labourers  on  their  discharge;  but  very  few  labourers  were 
j  discharged,  Moreover,  labourers  were  very  often  transferred  from 
I  one  canp  to  another,  and  the  Japanese  officers  also  used  to  bo 
transferred  quite  as  often.  One  officer  succeeding  another  would 
profess  to  know  nothing  of  the  deposits  with  the  previous  officer; 
.  and  labourers  transferred  had  no  means  of  making  their  claims.  ) 

(Signdc)  Thakin  SA 
late  Labour  Supdt . 

Identified  by  rx:- 

( Signed)  E.  Ifa.ung) 

Ad  voca  te -General 
Burma . 

Affirmed  before  me,  this  1st.  day  of  August,  1946. 

(Signed)  ? 

District  Magistrate, 
Rangoon. 

Seel  of  the  Court  cf  the  District  Magistrate 
Rangoon,  1/8/46, 
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